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INTRODUCTION
The regulations governing use of maritime radio are mainly detailed in the International Radio Regulations, set by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), and the Telecommunications Regulations Cap. 171 of the British Virgin Islands.  It is an offence to install or use any radio equipment on board a British Virgin Islands registered ship, craft, hovercraft, lightship or oilrig or other ship predominantly moored in the British Virgin Islands waters without a radio licence.  A licence is required even if the transmitting equipment is not in constant use, or if it is used only for distress purposes.
These notes are designed to help you apply for a Ship Station Licence.  The following notes cover types of equipment that are licensable, Accounting Authorities, callsigns, Maritime Mobile Service Identities (MMSI) and other licensing information that you should know about when applying for a licence.

Radio Licences are divided into four categories.  They are:-

GMDSS (Class 1) All Sea Areas A1, A2, A3 & A4

All Vessels 300 gross tons and over

It is required by law that a ship must fit GMDSS equipment on board

GMDSS (Class 2) Sea Areas A1 and Sea Areas A1 & A2

Vessels 300 gross tons and over

For example passenger vessels, cargo vessels

It is required by law that a ship must fit GMDSS equipment on board

Restricted Radio Station
VHF and other additional equipment installed

For example bareboat charter vessels, commercial and recreational vessels

Commercial vessels such as the ferries are required by law to be fitted with GMDSS equipment.

Restricted VHF Only
Hand held onboard

Recreational vessels, fishing vessels

Sea Area A1 means an area within the radiotelephone coverage of at least one VHF coast station in which continuous DSC alerting is available, as may be defined by Contracting Government.

Sea Area A2 means an area, excluding Sea Areas A1 and A2, within the coverage of at least one MF coast station in which continuous DSC alerting is available, as may be defined by Contracting Government.
Sea Area A3 means an area, excluding Sea Areas A1, A2, within the coverage of an INMARSAT geostationary satellite in which continuous alerting is available.

Sea Area A4 means an area outside Sea Areas A1, A2 and A3.

*Refer to regulation 7 of the SOLAS Convention 1974 for additional information.

WHAT THE LICENCE COVERS
The Ship Station Licence will allow you to use or keep any combination of maritime radio equipment.
The License will be valid for a 1 year but could be extended for a maximum of 3 years (non-refundable fee) unless surrendered by you or revoked.

None of your equipment including safety equipment such as maritime 406MHz and 1.6 GHz EPIRBs is licensed for use on land.

SETTLEMENT OF RADIO TRAFFIC ACCOUNTS
Vessels making radio calls through coast stations will need to enter into a contract with one of the internationally recognized Accounting Authorities and quote the code (known as an AAIC) for that Accounting Authority to the coast station being used.  The coast station will have a copy of the ITU List of Ship Stations, which will give the Accounting Authority for a particular vessel, and so they will know if that vessel is entitled to use that Accounting Authority.  A coast station under most circumstances will not accept traffic from an unknown vessel or one not listed in the ITU List of Ship Stations.

A Licensee who habitually fails to settle maritime radio accounts within six months may have the renewal of his licence refused until such accounts are settled.

ACCOUNTING AUTHORITIES
In accordance with the ITU radio regulations, it is necessary for each ship station to have an international recognized accounting authority.  All maritime communications traffic must be prefixed with the officially recognized accounting authority identification code (known as an AAIC) for the accounting authority responsible for the settlement of their radio accounts.  Accordingly, the Telecommunications Manager responsible for telecommunications has approved a number of organizations as accounting authorities and a copy of the current list is attached.  If the accounting authority for a vessel transferring to the British Virgin Islands shipping registry is not currently approved by the Telecommunications Manager, but is registered with the ITU and has an AAIC, the Telecommunications Manager is prepared to consider approving that accounting authority and adding it to the list of approved accounting authorities.
EMERGENCY POSITION INDICATING RADIO BEACONS (EPIRBs)
An Emergency Position Indication Radio Beacon (EPIRB) is a small self-contained battery operated radio transmitter the prime purpose of which is to alert the appropriate emergency service, and to assist in determining the position of survivors in search and rescue operations.

The 406 MHz EPIRBs must be coded with the MMSI number of the vessel on which it is carried.

Certain information provided by you in the application form will be given to the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) and port authorities to assist in the management of search and rescue services.

Certain classes of vessels have a mandatory requirement to carry 406 MHz equipment.

Currently EPIRB registration for British Virgin Islands registered vessels are being conducted in the U.K.  You may submit your application to the Telecommunications Unit office and they will send it to the U.K. to make sure its programmed correctly.
CALLSIGNS
A callsign will be allocated to your vessel when the radio equipment on the vessel is first licensed.  It remains with the vessel even if there is a change of ownership or change of vessel name.
Callsigns are not transferable from one owner to another.  Once licensed you must tell us if you decide to change the name of your vessel upon which the licensed apparatus is installed.  You must then apply for an amended Licence by completing the amendment sheet.  The reason for this is that for certain licensees who have arrangements with Accounting Authorities and travel internationally and make calls through foreign coast stations this information has to be notified to the ITU.
We make no charge if you decide to change your vessel’s name.  You will be sent a new Licence Document containing the new details.  You will keep the existing callsign.

MARITIME MOBILE SERVICE IDENTITIES (MMSIs)
MMSI numbers identify uniquely vessels to allow automatic telephone and telex connections.  To be issued with an MMSI, your vessel must be fitted with a Ship Earth Station (SES) or have Digital Selective Calling (DSC) equipment.

If you already have licensed radio equipment and wish to add an MMSI or MMSI Digital Selective Calling facility, you will need to contact the Telecommunications Unit and request an amendment to your license.  Your MMSI number will be added to the Ship Station Licence.

The ITU will be provided with details of your MMSI number that will also be made available to port authorities to assist in the operation of the safety and distress service.

If you already have an MMSI for use with Digital Selective Calling equipment and subsequently install a SES, you will be allocated a new MMSI and may have to reprogram your DSC.

LICENCE FEES
The Licence fee is a payment covering a one year period, but may be extended to no more than three years.
The fee depends on whether the vessel is used for solely pleasure or commercial purposes and what sea areas you intend on operating.  Please also ensure that you forward the correct licence fee with your application.  The incorrect amount will inevitably delay the processing of your application.
REGISTERED OWNER
The registered owner is responsible for the Ship Station Licence of his vessel.  Any changes to the equipment, the vessel or his registered address should be advised in writing to the Telecommunications Unit.  However, if the vessel is registered as a Bareboat Charter, then the company operating the vessel is responsible for the Ship Radio Licence and its renewal for the period of the charter.  Once this period is over, the registered owner is again responsible for the equipment on board the vessel and it’s Ship Station Licence.

LOCAL CONTACT
You need to appoint a local contact i.e. agent, in the British Virgin Islands that the Telecommunications Unit require to follow up on any queries.  This should be the same local contact as provided to the Ship or Yacht Registry.

CHECK LIST OF INFORMATION REQUIRED BEFORE A SHIP RADIO LICENCE CAN BE ISSUED

A. Name of ship
B. Callsign

C. Official Number

D. Gross Tonnage

E. Category of station

F. Name and address of registered owner

G. Name and address of managing agent

H. Accounting authority identification code

I. Manufacturer, model, serial number and power of radio equipment

